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For Immediate Release

August 11, 2003
The Innisfil District Association Inc. is Created to Challenge
the Developers’ Fast Growth Agenda 

The Innisfil District Association Inc. has been formed to promote a citizen’s agenda to confront the Developers who, according to the Association, are trying to push the Town and County in directions that are not in the public interest. 

“We need to give the public options that can be debated by politicians at the next Municipal election”, said John Bulloch, the new Association Chairman.  “We will build a coalition of Mayors and Associations of all sixteen municipalities in Simcoe County who want to build a future around gradual population growth and the protection of our environment, our lifestyles and the health of Lake Simcoe.”  

According to Mr. Bulloch, “There is only one political agenda at present, and that is a fast growth agenda promoted by the Developers behind the four mega projects in Simcoe County:  Bond Head, Banting (New Tecumseth), Big Bay Point and South of Barrie in Innisfil together representing 60,000 new homes and a population of 180,000.  If any of these are approved the flood gates will open and the people of Innisfil will lose control of their future.”

“Fundamental to the creation of a new political agenda for Innisfil and Simcoe County is the freezing of all mega projects to allow for proper planning—a two year process.  This is based on Hemson Consulting Ltd.'s presentation on population growth in Simcoe County, presented to County Council on July 7, 2003”, Bulloch continued.  “We are facing huge population pressures with Simcoe County doubling in population over the next 28 years based on normal patterns of migration from the GTA without the additional population pressures from the mega projects.  Jobs are not going to be our problem.  Our real problems are related to Lake Simcoe, transportation, waste disposal, water quality, medical services, the environment and schools.” 

“The other major concern is the planning process,” John Bulloch explained. “Planning rules favour developers with deep pockets and weaken our municipal councils.  A developer does not have to wait for his project to be rejected by the Town to go to the Ontario Municipal Board for a decision.  They can go at any time after a regulated time period.  By spending large amounts of money on advertising and public relations, developers are, in my opinion, engaging in questionable ethics, making it difficult for a Town Council to spend taxpayers’ dollars at the OMB to uphold the existing municipal planning policies and oppose a project that has a level of temporary, manufactured support.  These Provincial rules have to be changed to protect our democratic institutions.” 

“We will also encourage a debate on resort development at the upcoming election”, Bulloch concluded.  “Resorts built around golf courses, boutiques, and convention hotels rely on large numbers of outside visitors by tour bus, car and boat to pay the bills.   We have not been given the full story about what is really being proposed for Big Bay Point.  When many local citizens and property owners tried to attend the public meeting on May 6th they found large numbers of construction workers were bused in from outside Innisfil that kept them out of the meeting. This kind of debate can now only take place when we have people running for political office at the Municipal elections in November.”  


The President of the Innisfil District Association Inc. is Don Avery and the other Executive are Vice-President Kelly Clarke and Secretary Treasurer Lynn Chepurnyj.  “We will reach out to organizations across Innisfil and Simcoe County to create an Advisory Council that can help us develop our new citizen’s agenda,” Don Avery explained.
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