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March 14, 2003
Big Bay Point District Association Members
Overwhelmingly Reject Geranium Resort Development Project 
The proposed Geranium Resort Development Community for Big Bay Point in the Town of Innisfil has been overwhelmingly rejected by residents of the Innisfil lakeshore community.

In a vote of the 312 members of the Big Bay Point District Association, 82.3 percent rejected the plan, 12.9% were supportive and 4.8% expressed No Opinion.  

Summing up the position of the Association, President Don Avery concluded, “From the strength of the vote and the strong opposition, residents of the Innisfil lakeshore community from Big Bay Point to Lefroy have overwhelmingly rejected the Geranium Project.  They will not stand by and see a new town of 10-12,000 population on Lake Simcoe destroy the heritage of Big Bay Point and the surrounding area.”  
The Big Bay District Association has been in existence for 25 years and is a highly respected umbrella organization representing the interests of the people living along the lakeshore community of Innisfil.   
“Such strong opposition to the proposed development project requires a strong response by the Association.”  Don Avery continued, “We will build up a war chest so we can properly represent all of those in Innisfil who oppose the project.  We have to be ready to make an appearance before the Town Council on May 6th and a possible appearance at the Ontario Municipal Board.”

In explaining the process of building a position on the Geranium project, 1st Vice President Kelly Clarke explained, “We were very careful to seek professional advice in developing the survey question providing background information and unbiased arguments for and against.  The results are not only very credible but are accompanied by detailed comments that enable the Association to measure how deeply its members feel about the protection of the small town atmosphere of Innisfil and the health of Lake Simcoe.  As of the end of February, 47% responded to the vote which is very high for a mail-in survey, and the vote from Big Bay Point and from the other communities along the lake was identical.  Membership votes continue to stream in every day.”

“The immediate goal of the association”, Don Avery explained,” is to grow our membership and appeal to the citizens of Innisfil to support our opposition to the Resort Development project.  We doubled our membership last year and will double it again in 2003.”

Comments that represented the views of the broad membership:


“In addition to the huge increase in population, we must consider the number of visitors using this place as guests of new residences—overwhelming density.”

Beverley Browne, Maple Grove

Continued…

“We do not want to encourage development that has a negative impact on highway and sideroad traffic, water quality and boating.”  

J Stuart Stephen, Sandy Cove 
“There will be too much vehicular traffic and too much boat traffic.  Too many people crowded into an area with somewhat limited access by way of roads.”  

Lloyd W Kilby, Glenwood Beach

“I believe this project will change the Big Bay Point Area and right now its so hard to find a quiet place—what with the noisy powerful boats, seadoos and skidoos in the winter, This project will just bring more people to the lake.  We are gradually destroying what should be recreational property.”

Margaret D. Gurr, Sandy Cove 

“This development will devastate the ecology of the lake through the vastly increased number of small craft and the related noise and fuel pollution.” 

Douglas and Susan McCutcheon, Big Bay Point.
The density is too high.  There is not sufficient waterfront contiguous with the resort land holdings.”

Douglas G Harland, Big Bay Point.”
 “We are against the proposal for the construction of a golf course and the new residences that will result in the loss of much of the greenbelt area.”

Joan A Bane, Big Cedar Point

“It will forever change the uniqueness of Big Bay Point.” 

Virginia Mason, Big Bay Point
“Such high density development lowers the values and the way of living for the whole town.”  

Boyd Gartshore, Moosenlanka
“We are against the planned development because of the heavy increase in traffic both on the roads and on the water.  We moved into this region because of its small size, closeness to nature and the distance to any major city.  The last thing we need is a massive resort development.”

Helga, Manfried and Ralph Kloth, Glen Haven Beach

“There will be an adverse effect on the community and Lake Simcoe.  Big Bay Point would lose its ‘cottage atmosphere’.  There will be too much traffic and too many people.”
James LaRose, Big Bay Point
“The increase in population, vehicle traffic, boat traffic and the destruction of much of the greenbelt area are undesireable.”

Judith Langstaff, Big Cedar Point
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For More Information:
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