[image: image1.wmf]For Immediate Release

May 1, 2003
Big Bay Point District Association Inc Creates Legal Defence Fund


The Board of Directors of the Big Bay Point District Association Inc. have approved the creation of a ‘Legal Defence Fund’ to finance the potential costs of appearing before the OMB to oppose attempts by developers to change the Official Plans of the County of Simcoe and Town of Innisfil for proposed resort community projects, essentially new towns, without thorough research and proper planning for these huge mega-projects. 

According to President Don Avery, “The Board is concerned that the advertising and public relations campaign conducted by developers is designed to push the politicians into making what would be, in the Association’s view, a hasty decision.” 
“Our Association”, Avery continued, “as well as the County and Town need to find out about the pros and cons of resort development in general and the Big Bay Point mega-project in particular. We will work in a cooperative manner with the elected officials, other associations in Simcoe County and the developer.  We plan to conduct additional research, membership surveys and meetings throughout the summer months.”  

All citizens concerned about the role of resort development in the future of Innisfil and Simcoe County will be invited to contribute to a legal fund. The firm of Gibson & Adams LLP are the Association’s regular solicitors and the fund they will manage will be used by them to pay for professional help.  The legal defence fund will be established under the name of Gibson & Adams LLP in Trust, 8000 Yonge Street, Innisfil, Ontario, L9S 1A9.  Contributions will be anonymous, and any funds not used will be returned to the contributors. 


Vice-President and Secretary, John Bulloch, explained “that the 25 year old Association, with its primary focus on the preservation and protection of Lake Simcoe, has traditionally represented residents in an area from the lake to the 25th side road and from DeGrassi Point to Big Bay Point and along Kempenfelt Bay towards Barrie.  However, the concern about mega-development projects that will impact the future of Lake Simcoe requires that the Association provide a voice for a broader constituency.  Any changes in the Official Plan of Simcoe County to accommodate huge resort communities in Innisfil, for example, will impact on the Townships of Oro-Medonte and Ramara.”
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For More Information:
Sid Priddle
431-6277
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